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WHAT IS STOC?
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Ø Suivi Temporel des Oiseaux Communs

Ø Annual count of a list of common birds

Ø Coordinators : Museum & LPO with a 
lot of volunteers

Ø Scientific protocol repeated identically
every year to be comparable over time

ØTo observe changes in the abundance 
of common birds



STOC PROTOCOL

Ø Protocol based on the method Simple Spot 

Sampling (EPS)

Ø 2 x 2 km grid defined randomly

Ø 10 listening points of 5 min

Ø Note species, type of contact and 

observation distance

Ø 3 visits per season (1 optional early in 

March, 1 between April and May and 1 

between May and June)

Ø Must be made on the same date each year

Ø Data entry using www.faune-lr.org
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2001-2021 CAMPAIGN RESULTS 
FOR OCCITANIE

Ø Reference year 2001 

Ø Estimated trends for 107 species out of 209 
recorded

Ø 75 species considered as indicators

Ø Reliable data if repeated as many times as possible 
by the same observer
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Ø 334 grid squares BUT only 78 followed
continuously over 5 years or more! Many squares with
gaps in time because not enough volunteers

Ø Trends by habitat group: significant decline for
agricultural (-36%) and urban areas (-33%).

Ø Overall trend for all species (-16%)



TABLE OF TRENDS FOR SPECIES SURVEYED
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SOME EXAMPLES OF NOTEWORTHY RESULTS
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DECLINING SPECIES
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• Woodchat shrike : - 71,1 % in Occitanie ; - 61,7 % 
in France

• Tawny pipit : - 44,2 % in Occitanie ;
-19 % in France (stable)

• Bee-eater : - 88,5 % en Occitanie ;
- 50,6 % en France



DECLINING SPECIES
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• Dunnock : -57,5 %

• Stonechat : -53,3 % 

• Yellowhammer : - 85,5 % but mainly in Midi-Pyrénées

• Dartford warbler : - 85,5 % in Occitanie ; - 69,6 % in 

France

• House Martin : - 42,7 % in Occitanie ; - 24,7% in France

• Tree sparrow : - 80,3 % in Occitanie ; - 72,7 % in  France



CAUSES OF THE DECLINE

Ø Destruction of habitats: increased urbanisation or 
agricultural areas (another example: swallows: direct 
destruction of nests)

Ø In agricultural environments: abandonment of pastoral
activities (closing of habitats), reduction in food resources
(insects), removal of hedgerows or uncultivated fields

Ø Bad ecological conditions on migration and wintering 
routes (swallows, shrikes)

Ø Cold winters (Dunnock, Stonechat, Cetti's Warbler)
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INCREASING SPECIES
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• Wood pigeon : + 237 %

• Firecrest : + 78,4 %

• Golden oriole : + 88,7 %

• Subalpine warbler : + 210 %

• Orphean warbler : + 176 %

• Common redstart : + 133,2 %

• Black kite : + 148,8 %



CAUSES OF INCREASES

Ø Increase in shrub and tree areas

Ø More food-friendly crops (pigeons and urban species)

Ø Climate change (rising temperature Firecrest, Golden 

oriole,…)

ØUbiquitous and generalist species

Ø Conservation Program (Little bustard : +192,8% in 

Occitanie – not for shrikes…)

Ø Particular case => Corn bunting : + 53,5 % en Occitanie 

but – 17,8 % en France
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IN CONCLUSION…

•Main action: Reducing the loss of breeding and

feeding habitat (essential work on urbanisation

and agriculture)

• Raising awareness of actions to promote

biodiversity (nesting boxes, feeders, hedge

trimming periods, not disturbing wildlife during

breeding season, etc.).

• Take part in counting operations to increase the

data processed
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION !

And see you next spring !
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