Day trip BLDT02-24: Ouveillan & Capestang marshes (11 & 34)

21 March 2024

Guide of the day: Karline Martorell accompanied by Philippa Benson
Participants: 6

Weather conditions: cloudy without wind in the morning and sunny and very warm afternoon,
temps ranging from 14°C to 24°C

Highlights of the day: Little bustard, Stone curlew, Little owl, Black stork
Itinerary and birding spots of the day

We started the day in Ouveillan where we did a loop from the Fontcalvy Abbey. The habitat is a
patchwork of vineyards, olive grove, uncultivated fields and several filtration ponds.

As soon as we parked and got out of the car, we could hear interesting species singing: Little
bustard, Stone curlew, and Great spotted cuckoo.

The Great spotted cuckoo disappeared after calling loudly but the early arrivals were able to get
2 views in flight and fleeting views of 3 individuals just before the other participants have arrived!
Sadly, we didn't find another GSC for the rest of the day.

All the group managed to get some great views of Little bustard and of Stone curlew in flight.

On the way to the filtration ponds, surrounded by the Corn bunting sound, we found a nice group
of Black-winged stilt. Searching along the muddy banks, we found some waders: Little ringed
plover, Green sandpiper and Common snipe.

On the way back to finish the loop, a harrier was flying above the field. At a distance it was
difficult to determine if it was a male Hen or a male Montagu's harrier. The group split into 2
teams: those who thought they saw a black bar on the wing (led by Karline and indicating
Montagu's) and those who clearly did not see a black bar on the wing (led by Steve and
indicating Hen harrier). In the end, the same individual was seen again during our picnic and,
using the scope, we were able to confirm the absence of a black bar on the wing, so Steve wins
the match!

Birding Langueodlot — Trip Report / 215t March 2024 — www.birdinglanguedoc.org

Trip Reports

R .




The morning finished very well with a great view of a Little owl seen on the Fontcalvy Abbey.

We decided to have our picnic in the Abbey shade. Temperatures were already starting to rise

and we caught a very distant view of an Iberian grey shrike in the heat haze!

We spent the rest of the day around the Capestang marshes. After two years of drought, the
marshes were particularly dry, so there were only a few places with water.

We saw large groups of Glossy ibis and common birds on the marshes (Green sandpiper, Great
white egret, Shelduck, Grey heron, Coot...). Some nice views of raptors and large soaring species
on migration spiced up the afternoon: White and Black stork, Black and Red kite, Short-toed
eagle. And to finish the day, we were lucky to find a Penduline tit perched atop the reeds.
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Walk around the Capestang marshes on a hot afternoon © K. Martorell

White and Black stork © K. Martorell
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Below is the bird list of the day. 66 species for the beginning of the spring is not bad at all!

Bird List 21/03/24

‘ Common hame

‘ French Name

‘ Scientific name
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Little grebe Grébe castagneux Tachybaptus ruficollis
Great cormorant Grand cormoran Phalacrocorax carbo
Cattle egret Héron garde-beceufs Bubulcus ibis

Little egret Aigrette garzette Egretta garzetta
Great white egret Grande aigrette Casmerodius albus

Grey heron Héron cendré Ardea cinerea

White stork Cigogne blanche Ciconia ciconia

Black stork Cigogne noire Ciconia nigra

Glossy ibis Ibis falcinelle Plegadis falcinellus
Greater flamingo Flamant rose Phoenicopterus ruber
Shelduck Tadorne de Belon Tadorna tadorna
Mallard Canard colvert Anas platyrhynchos
Short-toed eagle Circaéte Jean-le-Blanc Circaetus gallicus

Red kite

Milan royal

Milvus milvus

Black kite

Milan noir

Milvus migrans

Marsh harrier

Busard des roseaux

Circus aeruginosus

Hen harrier

Busard Saint-Martin

Circus cyaneus

Common buzzard

Buse variable

Buteo buteo

Kestrel Faucon crécerelle Falco tinnunculus
Red-legged partridge Perdrix rouge Alectoris rufa
Quail Caille des blés Coturnix coturnix
Water rail Rale d'eau Rallus aquaticus
Coot Foulque macroule Fulica atra

Little Bustard Outarde canepetiére Tetrax tetrax

Black-winged stilt

Echasse blanche

Himantopus himantopus

Stone curlew

Oedicnéme criard

Burhinus oedicnemus

Little ringed plover

Petit gravelot

Charadrius dubius

Lapwing

Vanneau huppé

Vanellus vanellus

Green sandpiper

Chevalier cul-blanc

Tringa ochropus

Common snipe

Bécassine des marais

Gallinago gallinago

Black-headed gull Mouette rieuse Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Yellow-legged gull Goéland leucophée Larus michahellis

Wood pigeon Pigeon ramier Columba palumbus
Collared dove Tourterelle turque Streptopelia decaocto
Great spotted cuckoo Coucou geai Clamator glandarius

Little owl Chevéeche d'Athéna Athene noctua

Hoopoe Huppe fasciée Upupa epops

European kingfisher Martin-pécheur d'Europe Alcedo atthis
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‘ French Name

‘ Scientific name
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Woodlark

Alouette lulu

Lullula arborea

Crested lark

Cochevis huppé

Galerida cristata

Barn swallow

Hirondelle rustique

Hirundo rustica

Meadow pipit

Pipit farlouse

Anthus pratensis

White wagtail

Bergeronnette grise

Motacilla alba

Black redstart

Rougequeue noir

Phoenicurus ochruros

Stonechat Tarier patre Saxicola rubicola
Blackcap Fauvette a téte noire Sylvia atricapilla
Sardinian warbler Fauvette mélanocéphale Sylvia melanocephala
Fan-tailed warbler Cisticole des joncs Cisticola juncidis

Cetti's warbler

Bourscarle de Cetti

Cettia cetti

Chiffchaff Pouillot véloce Phylloscopus collybita
Great tit Mésange charbonniére Parus major

Blue tit Mésange bleue Cyanistes caeruleus
Penduline tit Rémiz penduline Remiz pendulinus

Iberian grey shrike

Pie-grieche méridionale

Lanius meridionalis

Magpie Pie bavarde Pica pica
Jackdaw Choucas des tours Corvus monedula
Rook Corbeau freux Corvus frugilegus

Carrion crow

Corneille noire

Corvus corone

Starling

Etourneau sansonnet

Sturnus vulgaris

House sparrow

Moineau domestique

Passer domesticus

Chaffinch Pinson des arbres Fringilla coelebs
Linnet Linotte mélodieuse Linaria cannabina
Goldfinch Chardonneret élégant Carduelis carduelis
Serin Serin cini Serinus serinus
Cirl bunting Bruant zizi Emberiza cirlus

Corn bunting

Bruant proyer

Emberiza calandra
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| Total species | 66 |

(H): species just heard

Thank you all for your participation and see you soon for more friendly birding adventures!
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