Day trip around Gruissan – Aude (11) 12th April 2022
Guide of the day: Karline Martorell accompanied by Philippa Benson
Participants: 10
Weather conditions: cloudy all day with a fresh onshore wind, temps from 10°C to 16°C
Highlights of the trip: White stork (on the nest and bill clapping), Marsh harrier, Yellow wagtail,
Purple heron, Woodchat shrike
Itinerary and birding spots of the day
We started the day around the Grand Castélou, where there is a large marshy area and
beautiful rows of old trees used as a breeding site by White stork, Grey heron. We walked as
far as the hide, and on the way we saw some Marsh harrier and Black kite accompanied by big
groups of swallows (a mix of Barn swallow and Sand martin). Yellow wagtails were calling
everywhere and we had good views of a few perched on small clumps of samphire. We also
saw some migratory birds such as Whinchat perched on a reed and Purple heron flying over
the reeds and stopping close the hide.

Landscapes around the Grand Castelou area © K. Martorell

From the hide, we had fleeing glimpses of a really shy Purple swamphen skulking in the edge
of the reeds, a group of Spoonbill and other common species. The Moustached warbler sang
throughout our time at the hide but without showing himself!
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Yellow wagtail, Marsh harrier, Spoonbill and Purple heron © K. Martorell

Then, we took another track to get closer to the White stork and Grey heron colony where we
had superb views of both on the nest. On the way back, we found a beautiful Mediterranean
tree frog and were always surrounded by the Marsh harriers and swallows!

White stork and Mediterranean tree frog © K.Martorell

After a coffee break at the Gruissan salt works, we continued birdwatching in the old salt pans
where we found several species of waders and gulls, including Avocet, Kentish plover,
Redshank, Greenshank, Slender-billed gull showing off its breeding plumage pinkish breast
and a noisy group of Sandwich tern!
After this late morning walk, we headed to the picnic area at the north-eastern end of the Ile
Saint-Martin. After lunch we walked for a while along amongst the patchwork of vineyards and
fallow scrub. We found some groups of Serin, Goldfinch and Chaffinch, together with signing
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Corn bunting and Crested lark. As we set off to drive to our next spot, we were lucky to find the
first Woodchat shrike of the season. What a beautiful bird perched on its bush.

Avocet, Redshank and Slender-billed gull © K.Martorell

We tried a last stop in the southern edge of the old salt-pans, but found only Kentish plover.
With the onshore wind, water levels were too high to see other species (waders needing large
strips of mudflats). So we finished the day in an old quarry near Gruissan, where there are
good cliffs for rock-loving species, and sure enough we had superb views of a male Blue rock
thrush with its metallic blue plumage. And to end on a high note, we saw some Alpine swifts
mixed in with the migrating Common swifts!

We finally found 70 species during this day trip, what is not so bad. You can find the bird list
below.

Thank you all for your participation and we look forward to seeing you
next time for some more fun birding adventures!
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Bird List 12/04/22
Common name

French Name

Scientific name

Great cormorant

Grand cormoran

Phalacrocorax carbo

Little egret

Aigrette garzette

Egretta garzetta

Great white egret

Grande aigrette

Casmerodius albus

Grey heron

Héron cendré

Ardea cinerea

Purple heron

Héron pourpré

Ardea purpurea

White stork

Cigogne blanche

Ciconia ciconia

Glossy ibis

Ibis falcinelle

Plegadis falcinellus

Spoonbill

Spatule blanche

Platalea leucorodia

Greater flamingo

Flamant rose

Phoenicopterus ruber

Shelduck

Tadorne de Belon

Tadorna tadorna

Mallard

Canard colvert

Anas platyrhynchos

Gadwall

Canard chipeau

Anas strepera

Garganey

Sarcelle d'été

Anas querquedula

Osprey

Balbuzard pêcheur

Pandion haliaetus

Black kite

Milan noir

Milvus migrans

Marsh harrier

Busard des roseaux

Circus aeruginosus

Common buzzard

Buse variable

Buteo buteo

Sparrowhawk

Épervier d'Europe

Accipiter nisus

Kestrel

Faucon crécerelle

Falco tinnunculus

Red-legged partridge

Perdrix rouge

Alectoris rufa

Water rail (H)

Râle d'eau

Rallus aquaticus

Coot

Foulque macroule

Fulica atra

Purple swamphen

Talève sultane

Porphyrio porphyrio

Avocet

Avocette élégante

Recurvirostra avosetta

Black-winged stilt

Echasse blanche

Himantopus himantopus

Kentish plover

Gravelot à collier interrompu

Charadrius alexandrinus

Redshank

Chevalier gambette

Tringa totanus

Greenshank

Chevalier aboyeur

Tringa nebularia

Black-headed gull

Mouette rieuse

Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Slender-billed gull

Goéland railleur

Chroicocephalus genei

Yellow-legged gull

Goéland leucophée

Larus michahellis

Sandwich tern

Sterne caugek

Thalasseus sandvicensis

Wood pigeon

Pigeon ramier

Columba palumbus

Common cuckoo (H)

Coucou gris

Cuculus canorus

Hoopoe

Huppe fasciée

Upupa epops

Crested lark

Cochevis huppé

Galerida cristata

Common swift

Martinet noir

Apus apus

Alpine swift

Martinet à ventre blanc

Tachymarptis melba

Sand martin

Hirondelle de rivage

Riparia riparia

Barn swallow

Hirondelle rustique

Hirundo rustica
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Common name

French Name

Scientific name

Meadow pipit (H)

Pipit farlouse

Anthus pratensis

White wagtail

Bergeronnette grise

Motacilla alba

Yellow Wagtail

Bergeronnette printanière

Motacilla flava

Nightingale (H)

Rossignol philomène

Luscinia megarhynchos

Black redstart

Rougequeue noir

Phoenicurus ochruros

Whinchat

Tarier des prés

Saxicola rubetra

Blue rock thrush

Monticole bleu

Monticola solitarius

Blackbird (H)

Merle noir

Turdus merula

Blackcap

Fauvette à tête noire

Sylvia atricapilla

Sardinian warbler

Fauvette mélanocéphale

Sylvia melanocephala

Fan-tailed warbler

Cisticole des joncs

Cisticola juncidis

Moustached warbler (H)

Lusciniole à moustaches

Acrocephalus melanopogon

Cetti’s warbler (H)

Bourscarle de Cetti

Cettia cetti

Willow warbler (H)

Pouillot fitis

Phylloscopus trochilus

Bonelli’s warbler (H)

Pouillot de Bonelli

Phylloscopus bonelli

Chiffchaff (H)

Pouillot véloce

Phylloscopus collybita

Blue tit (H)

Mésange bleue

Cyanistes caeruleus

Bearded tit (H)

Panure à moustaches

Panurus biarmicus

Woodchat shrike

Pie-grièche à tête rousse

Lanius senator

Magpie

Pie bavarde

Pica pica

Jackdaw

Choucas des tours

Corvus monedula

Starling

Etourneau sansonnet

Sturnus vulgaris

House sparrow

Moineau domestique

Passer domesticus

Chaffinch

Pinson des arbres

Fringilla coelebs

Linnet

Linotte mélodieuse

Linaria cannabina

Goldfinch

Chardonneret élégant

Carduelis carduelis

Greenfinch

Verdier d'Europe

Chloris chloris

Serin

Serin cini

Serinus serinus

Cirl bunting

Bruant zizi

Emberiza cirlus

Corn bunting

Bruant proyer

Emberiza calandra
70 species

(H) : species just heard
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