
	

Birding	Languedoc 	–  Trip Report / 28th May 2021 – www.birdinglanguedoc.org 	 1	

Feathers, scales and prickles! A day trip around Feuilla as part of the 
Découvrons ENSemble Programme sponsored by the Narbonnaise 

regional park and the Aude department (11) 
 
  

  28th May 2021 

Guide of the day: Karline Martorell, Philippa Benson and Dominique Jalabert 

Participants: 5 

Weather conditions: cloudy weather all day but no wind, temps ranging from 19°C to 23°C+  

Highlights of the day: Black-eared wheatear, Woodchat shrike, Tawny pipit, Thekla’s lark, 
Golden oriole 

  Itinerary and birding spots of the day 

We started the morning on the Pla de Crouzal - good garrigue habitat for warblers in May - 
although a number of them that teased us mercilessly from inside a tree or thick bush, 
Orphean and Dartford warblers being the worst culprits! A Melodious warbler however 
posed nicely on some flowering Spanish broom and we all had excellent views of Woodchat 
shrike, including a pair perched next to each other on top of a box bush – providing the 
perfect opportunity to see the (slight) difference between male and female.  

 

               

Melodious warbler and…if you see a small white blob – it’ll probably be a Woodchat shrike! 
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A quick coffee stop at La Rassada added a distant but clear view of Orphean warbler!  

Then we headed up to the Pla de Castel where we added Thekla’s lark and a better view of 
Tawny pipit. But by then the birds were going quiet… so it was time to go back down into 
the village and visit Alban Michel “Pificulteur” at the Sabots d’Hélène for a wine tasting. But 
just as we were about to go in, a very obliging male Golden oriole showed in a tree just 
across the road. A nice end to our morning session!  

We tasted a white and two reds and enjoyed the colourful and irreverent character of Alban 
regaling us with the tales behind the offbeat and sometimes “risqué” names of his wines! 
Then it was off to the Feuilla heliport for a picnic lunch – with a friendly visit from another 
Woodchat shrike (it’s definitely a good year for these striking birds).  

And then we made our way down the valley to the Jardin Botanique de Foncaude, where 
Dominique Jalabert presented just a few of the thousands of trees, shrubs and plants from 
around the world that he and his family have planted over the past 30 years, including 
nationally recognised collections of agaves, dasylirions and yuccas. Hundreds of species 
are planted in a natural setting on the south facing slopes of the valley and far from being 
the manicured variety to be found in large cities, this botanical garden is home to whole 
host of flora (both exotic and local) and fauna. Here are just a few examples! 
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  Zygaena lavandulae on a Cistus albidus 
 

   

Ferrocactus herrere + detail - Mexico 
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Lizard orchid – Himantoglossm hircinum 
 

 

Western three-toed skink 



	

Birding	Languedoc 	–  Trip Report / 28th May 2021 – www.birdinglanguedoc.org 	
5	

  

 Bird List 28/05/21 
 

English Name French Name Scientific Name 
Common Kestrel Faucon crécerelle Falco tinnunculus 
Common Wood Pigeon Pigeon ramier Columba palumbus 
Eurasian Collared Dove Tourterelle turque Streptopelia decaocto 
Common Cuckoo Coucou gris Cuculus canorus 
Common Swift Martinet noir Apus apus 
Woodlark (H) Alouette lulu Lullula arborea 
Thekla's Lark Cochevis de Thékla Galerida theklae 
Common House Martin Hirondelle de fenêtre Delichon urbicum 
Barn Swallow Hirondelle rustique Hirundo rustica 
Tawny Pipit Pipit rousseline Anthus campestris 
Common Blackbird Merle noir Turdus merula 
Common Nightingale (H) Rossignol philomèle Luscinia megarhynchos 
Common Redstart (H) Rougequeue à front blanc Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Black-eared Wheatear Traquet oreillard Oenanthe hispanica 
Sardinian Warbler Fauvette mélanocéphale Sylvia melanocephala 
Western Orphean Warbler Fauvette orphée Sylvia hortensis 
Subalpine Warbler Fauvette passerinette Sylvia cantillans 
Dartford Warbler Fauvette pitchou Sylvia undata 
Melodious Warbler Hypolaïs polyglotte Hippolais polyglotta 
Great Tit (H) Mésange charbonnière Parus major 
Woodchat Shrike Pie-grièche à tête rousse Lanius senator 
Common Starling Étourneau sansonnet Sturnus vulgaris 
Eurasian Golden Oriole Loriot d'Europe Oriolus oriolus 
House Sparrow Moineau domestique Passer domesticus 
European Goldfinch  Chardonneret élégant Carduelis carduelis 
Common Linnet Linotte mélodieuse Carduelis cannabina 
European Serin Serin cini Serinus serinus 
European Greenfinch (H) Verdier d'Europe Carduelis chloris 
Corn Bunting Bruant proyer Emberiza calandra 
Cirl Bunting Bruant zizi Emberiza cirlus 
    31 species 

* (H): species just heard 

 

 

Thank you all for your participation and see you next time! 

 


